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Manitoba’s Adaptation Objectives

•Make Manitoba a safe and desirable place to live and 
invest in under a changing climate

•Invest in an informed public and a skilled work force to 
provide Manitobans with the training and information 
to make the best decisions and investments moving 
forward. 

•Capture the substantial work occurring and document 
for the best uptake and value add by others  

•Increase provincial capacity to identify, measure and 
report on growth in adaptation & resiliency

•Consider policy and programs that support broader 
adaptation efforts ( and avoid maladaptation)



Incentives for Municipalities to Take Action

3

Taking action yields benefits:

• Resilient infrastructure creates a reliable 
community to work, live and do business

• Reduces the costs of damages associated 
with extreme climate events.
• Adaptation benefits provide benefits for local 

priorities

• $1 invested in adaptation saves up to $15 in 
costs across the economy

• Thinking in advance of vulnerabilities risks 
and mitigation means municipalities are 
ready for funding call- outs

•

• Average Annual Payouts: $405M (1983-2008) to over 
$1B (2009 to 2020)

• In 2023, the cost of severe weather in insured damage 
was $3.1B, the fourth worst year for insured losses in 
Canada



Climate Change 
Adaptation 
Planning

Emergency 
Planning & 
Preparedness

Integrated 
Watershed 
Management 
Planning

Asset  
Management

SHARED CONCERNS: 
Increased frequency 
and/or intensity of 
climate-related  
hazards • Being proactive to avoid 

hazards/impacts caused by climate 
events

• Resiliency is achieved by adapting to a 
changing climate or mitigating potential 
threats 

• Understanding vulnerability and risk 
improves planning and decision making 

• Advancing adaptation is consistent with 
provincial land use policy, Watershed 
Districts Act and Emergency Measures 
Act

Floods & 
Droughts

Storms

Heat waves

Invasive 
species 

Diseases

Municipal 
Development Planning

Improving Synergies:  
Climate Change Adaptation Planning and Community Planning 
Processes



Government Supporting Excellence – Key Resources 
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✓Manitoba Conservation Trust 
✓Growing Outcomes in Watersheds (GROW)
✓Conservation and Climate Fund 
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Climate Forecast Cards
Data for Vulnerability and Risk Assessments (VRA)

• Prepared for all municipalities (funded by Environment & 
Climate Change)

• It is the basic data needed to start a VRA

• Provides 3 Carbon (GHG) Scenarios low to high

• Two Timeframes   2021-2050 & 2051-2080

• Provides a narrative on how climate will change weather in 
severity and frequency and seasons

• This is our first edition

• Please provide feedback on what information you would like 
added in future or what is not very straight forward.  



Manitoba Climate Adaptation Initiatives
Climate Adaptation and Disaster Mitigation Workshops 
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Connect
• Everyone should understand their roles and responsibilities in adaptation planning and actions 

• Coordinate adaptation planning with broader government strategies

• Showcase provincial priorities so that other governments, businesses and the public know what adaptation 
actions to build on

Partnerships
• Support knowledge across all sectors

• Remove barriers between and within governments 

• Continue to build a broader dialogue to understand how others are affected

• Provide accurate and timely data and information to make everyone a better partner  

Planning 
• Understand the local climate and its potential impacts/hazards

• Build flexibility into organizational processes

• Iterative decision making and corresponding action

• Use best practices to manage uncertainty 
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Adapted and Resilient Manitoba
An Integrated and Collaborative Approach

“We are only as 
resilient as the 
weakest link”



Contacts

Elaine Fox
Manager, Climate Adaptation
Environment and Climate Change 
Elaine.Fox@gov.mb.ca

Alex Bourne 
Senior Policy Advisor
Environment and Climate Change 
Alexandra.Bourne@gov.mb.ca

Ramon Sales
Senior Policy Analyst
Environment and Climate Change
Ramon.Sales@gov.mb.ca

THANK YOU!
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